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any other circumstances, that he could not really love her, is absurd; for love is not a subject of reasoning, but of feeling, and therefore there are no common principles upon which one can persuade another concerning it. Every man feels for himself, and knows how he is affected by particular qualities in the person he admires, the impressions of which are too minute and delicate to be substantiated in language.
The following very solemn and affecting prayer was found after Dr. Johnson's decease, by his servant, Mr. Francis Barber, who delivered it to my worthy friend the Reverend Mr. Strahan', Vicar of Islington, who at my earnest request has obligingly favoured me with a copy of it, which he and I compared with the original. I present it to the world as an undoubted proof of a circumstance in the character of my illustrious friend, which though some whose hard minds I never shall envy, may attack as superstitious, will I am sure endear him more to numbers of good men2. I have an additional, and that a personal motive for presenting it, because it sanctions what I myself have always maintained and am fond to indulge.
'April 26, 1752, being after 12 at Night of the 25*. ' 0 Lord! Governour of heaven and earth, in whose hands are embodied and departed Spirits, if thou hast ordained the Souls of the Dead to minister to the Living, and appointed my departed Wife to have care of me, grant that I may enjoy the good effects of her attention and ministration, whether exercised by appearance, impulses, dreams3 or in any other manner agreeable to thy Government. Forgive my presumption, enlighten my ignorance, and however meaner
1 The  son  of William   Strahan,     upon any known laws of evidence)
M.P.,  'Johnson's  old and constant     not to believe that impressions are
friend, Printer to His Majesty' (post,     sometimes made in this manner, and
under April 20, 1781).    He attended     forewarnings  communicated,  which
Johnson on his death-bed, and pub-     cannot   be   explained   by   material
lished the volume called Prayers and     philosophy or mere metaphysics.'
Meditations.                                             3 Warburton in his Divine Lega-
1 Southey in his Life of Wesley,     tion, i. 284, quotes the 'famous sepul-
i. 359, writes :—' The universal atten-     chral inscription of the Roman widow.|
tion which has been paid to dreams     ' Ita   peto   vos   Manes   sanctissimi
in all ages proves that the superstition     commendatum habeatis meum con-
is natural;   and I have  heard  too     jugem et velitis huic indulgentissimi
many well-attested   facts   (facts   to     esse horis nocturnis ut eum videam,'
which belief could not be refused     etc.
agents'
